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In the Spotlight: 
Federal ARRA money at work

By Mark Billings 
Elgin Community Builder editor

Although some are lost to dis-
ease, bad pruning jobs or age, 
many of the city’s nearly 50,000 
trees are shading our streets and 
parks a little easier these days.

The city has finished a 
$303,900 contract with the 
Davey Resource Group, and 
for the first time in its history 
has an inventory of each of its 
49,583 trees located on Elgin-
owned land, such as parkways, 
city parks and easements. Dav-
ey also landed a grant through 
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 

and the U.S. Forestry Service 
as part of the federal stimulus 
plan, and is partnering with 
Elgin on several initiatives. 
Among the collaborations, 
which include an Elgin Fit  
Forest public relations cam-
paign and tree removal and 
plantings, one program is al-
lowing the city to interface its 
electronic database of trees 
with Davey. The result is a 
sophisticated system, which 
pales in comparison to the old 
days when leaders could only 
estimate varieties and the total 
number of trees on city land.
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Elgin completes massive study, inventory of trees
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July 20: Urban Design

Community planning is what makes 
a place livable to the people in the 
neighborhood. Come see what good 
planning looks like.

Aug. 17: Alternative Energy

There are lots of ideas for energy that 
help the environment. Learn what’s 
available, even on a budget and what’s 
on the horizon.

Oct. 19: Green Jobs

Want to be part of the climate solu-
tion? Find out how with our seminar on 
what’s out there and where it’s going.

Nov. 16: Green Building

New construction doesn’t have to be 
hard on the environment. See what it 
takes to build a new house and still be 
conscious of the environment.

Dec. 21: Holiday Youth Program

The holidays are a time for people to 
get together and enjoy each other. 
Come spend some time with us and 
enjoy this special time of year.

Gail Borden Library 7 p.m.
on 3rd Tuesdays

www.elgin-ecn.org

July 20: Urban Design

Elgin ALIVE!
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Second Annual Elgin Green 
Expo puts focus on beauty  
of  Mother Earth

Elgin’s Green EXPO on May 8 at the Centre drew 
more than 3,000 visitors to exhibits ranging from the 
world’s foremost solar race cars to children weaving their 
own seed necklaces and creating their own green city.

Attendees explored green technology, building design 
and retrofitting, conservation and natural resources, 
natural wellness, green lifestyles, and Elgin’s new sustain-
ability plans. Exhibitors also showcased wind turbines 
and solar panels, sustainable landscaping, and partner-
ship opportunities with Elgin schools.

“They shopped at the organic farmers market, bought 
artisan crafts at the eco-bazaar and ate and drank at the 
Locavore Cafe & EcoBar,” said Sigi Psimenos, co-chair 
of the Elgin Climate Change Organization or ECCO, 
the organization which hosted the event. “So many peo-
ple thought the expo engaged the public with a wealth 
of information. We were impressed with the turnout and 
excited to know so many fellow Elginites want to know 
about green technology.”

Next year’s Green Expo is scheduled for Saturday, May 
7, 2011 with more space and events to accommodate the 
community.
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“The $1.8 million grant is giving the city a 
jumpstart on accomplishing many of the is-
sues brought up in the study,” said Jim Bell, 
director of Elgin Parks & Recreation

“As a result, we are much more sophisti-
cated now. Before, we would go into a neigh-
borhood on a cyclical basis and prune trees 
based upon funds available. Now, someone 
can call into our office and we will know at 
the touch of a button, based upon that per-
son’s address, the type of trees they have on 
city land and their condition.”

Bell said the study also helped tremendous-
ly in identifying diseased and weak trees, and 
preventing long and costly clean-ups after 
summer and winter wind storms.

Among the major findings of the inventory 
include the following:
• In addition to the 49,583 city trees, crews 

identified 12,022 additional planting sites 
and 151 stumps;

• Based on the Trunk Formula Method found 
in the Council of Tree and Landscape 
Appraisers’ publication, Guide for Plant 
Appraisal (9th Edition, the total value of 
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Spotlight:  
cont’d from page 2

Elgin’s inventoried tree popu-
lation is estimated at $72.8 
million. Each of Elgin’s trees 
is valued at $1,469; 

• Elgin’s tree population com-
prises 159 species representing 
70 genera. Maples comprise 
33.3 percent, followed by ash 
at 13.7 percent, oak at 9 per-
cent, honey locust at 8.3 per-
cent and linden at 5.5 percent. 
All other genera individually 
comprise less than 5 percent 
of the total tree population;

• Of the inventoried trees, none 
were rated in excellent condi-
tion. Only 170 or .3 percent are 
rated in very good condition, 
9,884 or 20 percent are in good 
condition, 31,444 or 63.4 per-
cent are in fair condition, 7,081 

or 14.3 percent are in poor 
condition, 595 or 1.2 percent 
are in critical condition, and 
409 or .8 percent are dead. El-
gin’s trees are mostly medium-

sized, with 48.8 percent 
showing a diameter of 
between 7 and 25 inches. 
Small-sized trees with 
a diameter of less than 
six inches, represent 37.8 
percent of the popula-
tion, and the remaining 
13.3 percent of the street 
tree population are 
large-sized trees with di-
ameters of 25 inches and 
greater.

Bell said he was sur-
prised at some of the 
data in the study, such 
as the actual amount of 
ash trees. The trees are 
susceptible to the deadly 
emerald ash borer that 
threaten to kill as many 
as 50 million ash trees 

throughout North America.
“We were expecting to have as 

much as 25 percent of our trees 
as ash but the inventory shows 
only 14 percent, which is a good 
thing,” he said. “We also did 
not know how many total trees 
we had on city land. Sometimes 
we high-balled it as much as 
100,000.”

As soon as the weather coop-
erated, crews began addressing 
the worst of the city’s trees, 
which included about 100 af-
fected by the emerald ash borer, 
said Brian Borkowicz, a district 
manager for Davey. Nearly 
2,000 more trees scoring high 
as at-risk trees are also coming 
down, he added.

“Anytime we take a tree down, 
we communicate with the resi-
dents and address any questions 
they may have,” he explained. 
“Trees are an important part of 
community life and we want to 
make sure the residents are in-
cluded in the process.”

Bell said the city has planted 
about 90 new trees so far this 

The condition of the trees is carefully assessed, measured, and even given a 
dollar value based on the Trunk Formula Method.
The condition of the trees is carefully assessed, measured, and even given a 

showing a diameter of 
between 7 and 25 inches. 
Small-sized trees with 
a diameter of less than 
six inches, represent 37.8 
percent of the popula-
tion, and the remaining 
13.3 percent of the street 
tree population are 
large-sized trees with di-
ameters of 25 inches and 
greater.

prised at some of the 
data in the study, such 
as the actual amount of 
ash trees. The trees are 
susceptible to the deadly 
emerald ash borer that 
threaten to kill as many 
as 50 million ash trees Some trees were found to be in such Some trees were found to be in such 

bad condition that they had to be 
taken down before they caused dam-
age to property.
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new bridge could link Elgin’s national street  
mEtrA station, bike paths and sports complex
By Mark Billings

If the funding becomes avail-
able, Elgin could have a second 
pedestrian and bike bridge 
linking an important commuter 
hub with existing bike trails 
and the Elgin Sports Complex.

The Fox Valley Water Recla-
mation District or FRWRD is 
in its third year of coordinat-
ing a governmental partnership 
linking the city of Elgin, the 
Kane Country Forest Preserve 
District and itself with what 
organizers hope is a new bridge 
across the Fox River covering a 
waste water sludge pipe.  

FRWRD, which provides 
wastewater treatment to more 
than 150,000 people in Elgin, 
South Elgin, West Dundee 
and parts of Sleepy Hollow, 
Streamwood, Hoffman Es-
tates and unincorporated St. 
Charles Township,  needs the 
new pipe to free up capacity at 
its sewer near the Highlands 
Golf Course and Route 20. 
Although the water treatment 
facility could build a pipe under 
the river for about $400,000 
— substantially less than a $2 
million bridge — the proposed 
project has many more bene-
fits, says Bob Trueblood, gen-
eral manager of FRWRD.

“We believe if we have to 
spend $400,000 and gener-
ate numerous benefits, we are 
all for it,” he said. “Everyone 
gains something if we go with 
the option of building a bridge. 

Everyone who has heard about 
the proposal at the city, county 
and state level is really excited 
about it, and of course, the bik-
ing community has shown a lot 
of interest.”

So far, the city of Elgin has 
included the new bridge on 
its Parks & Recreation master 
plan and the Kane County For-
est Preserve District has agreed 
to take over the operation of 
the bridge. “We are ready to 
go with the project as soon as 
we receive guidelines from the 
Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA) and we 
have the funding in place,” said 
Trueblood. “We hope to have 
the project complete within 
the next five years.”

Coinciding with the bridge, 
estimated at 2,000 feet across, 
are plans to link the National 
Street METRA station with 
the Elgin Sports Complex and 
points further west through an 
expanded bikeway system, said 
Brian Fairwood, a senior associ-
ate with TranSystems in Elgin.

Fairwood is coordinating 
several large federal grants 
toward the development of two 
bike paths in Elgin, including 
$2.7 million approved for the 
National Street corridor. The 
project includes an underpass 
beneath the Route 20 Bypass 
immediately west of the Fox 
River, which will link the pro-
posed bridge to the METRA 
station. Another westerly path 
will link the bridge to the Elgin 
Sports Complex, Elgin Commu-

nity College and eventually to 
the Bowes Creek subdivision. 
Fairwood said the City will 
develop the project separately 
from the bridge and hopes to 
have it done by 2012-13.

Another $338,000 federal 
grant will link Elgin’s North 
East neighborhood from  
Congdon south to the Gail 
Borden Public Library by as 
early as 2011. “These are two 
substantial projects which will 
significantly expand Elgin’s 
bike path system,” said Fair-
wood.

The plan would put the 
bridge north of Dana Drive on 
the east to Elgin Shores Park, a 
newly renovated, 20-acre park 
on land the city leases from 
the Kane County Forest Pre-
serve District. The park has 
a new public boat launch and 
fishing pier on the Fox River, 
a new playground, picnic shel-
ter, batting cages and a paved 
parking lot. Elgin Shores Park 
is located just east of the Con-
tinental Little League fields off 
of Route 31, and just south of 
Route 20.

Trueblood said he worked 
on another inter-governmental 
project in a previous post in 
Vail, Colorado. His sludge pipe 
project gave hikers and ski-
ers access to the Beaver Creek 
and linked the communities of 
East Vail and Eagle. He said he 
hopes one of the lasting lega-
cies of the Fox River project is 
how local governmental  

 ?

See Bike Bridge— pg 5
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Spotlight:  
cont’d from page 3
year. Crews will plant another 
1,200 trees starting in the fall 
and possibly more in the spring 
next year. Among the changes 
are diversifying the types of trees 
planted and using smaller, orna-
mental trees under utility wires 
to avoid costly and sometimes 
unsightly pruning. 

The study covered trees — ex-
cept for those on private land — 
throughout the city’s boundaries. 
Representatives from Davey 
and the City’s Parks & Recre-
ation Department worked with 
the Elgin Community Network 
in identifying neighborhoods 
and have met with community 
leaders since this past winter to 
explain the project’s scope.

 ?

Saturday,
July 3

10 a.m.
Begins at

Slade & Douglas Avenue

Ends at
Highland & DouHighland & Douglas Avenue 

IT’S “SUMMER IN THE CITY!”
Come celebrate the City of  Elgin’s rich history, exciting present and 

prosperous future at the 2010 Fourth of  July Parade!

For parade volunteer and sponsorship opportunities,
Call 847.488.1456  Visit www.downtownelgin.com

DowntownNeighborhoodAssociationofElgin
2DouglasAvenue,Elgin,IL020

Presented By:

entities worked together to 
build something each one 
could not afford on their own.

“It is possible for govern-
mental entities to work to-
gether,” he said. “It just takes 
a little longer.”

Much of the impetus for 
Elgin’s bikeway system started 
with the Elgin Community 
Network’s Popcorn and Pedal-
ing series nearly 10 years ago.

Bike Bridge: 
cont’d from page 4

The Tree The Tree 
AAudit  
covered covered 
every  every  
neighbor-neighbor-
hood in  hood in  
Elgin — Elgin — 
that meant that meant 
collecting collecting 
data on data on 
each  each  
individual individual 
tree on tree on 
public public 
property.property.
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Builder Q & A: leaders & their neighborhoods
South West Area Neighbors (SWAN) 
leader Crysta Anderson 
Builder: Your address/how long 
you’ve lived in Elgin?
I have lived on Hendee Street in 
the South West Area for just over 
four years.
Builder: Your profession?
Anderson: I manage social me-
dia strategy for Initiate, an IBM 
Company, based in Chicago.
Builder: Tell us about your 
neighborhood. How many struc-
tures (houses) and population? 
What are the unique characteris-
tics of the southwest side? 
Anderson: The SWAN neigh-
borhood encompasses the area 
bounded by Walnut Street on 
the north, the river to the east, 
Route 20 to the south, and Com-
monwealth to the west. We have 
incredible diversity in our people 
and our housing stock, from 
beautiful old Queen Annes to en-
tire blocks of bungalows and the 
largest concentration of Sears kit 
homes in the area. We have many 
gorgeous gardens that are lov-
ingly maintained, and neighbors 
tend to share plants with each 
other. Plus, we are very walkable 
to numerous churches, public 
and parochial schools, family res-
taurants, METRA and even the 
downtown area. In many ways, 
SWAN has a small-town feel, 
in that you quickly get to know  
your neighbors. 
Builder: How did you become 
associated with SWAN? How 
long have you been the presi-
dent?
Anderson: I first joined SWAN 
about nine months after I moved 

into the neighborhood, largely 
because I wanted to meet my 
neighbors and find out what a 
neighborhood association really 
does. I became secretary a few 
months later, and have been pres-
ident since April of this year.
Builder: What is your associa-
tion working on right now? What 
is your top priority this year?
Anderson: Right now, we 
are planning our Bungalows & 
Blooms tours, which included 
narrated walks through our 
bungalow belts and gardens. The 
first tour on May 15 was a huge 
success, and we’re planning a sec-
ond tour for July 24. Like every 
neighborhood, the foreclosure 
problem means we have several 
vacant homes, so we are very 
engaged with the city, the po-
lice and the Code Enforcement 
department to maintain these 
properties as best we can while 
working to improve public safety.  
Builder: Several years ago, 
SWAN led a neighborhood tour 
and identified problem proper-
ties near National Street and 
Route 31. What was the outcome 
of that tour? Have the conditions 
of that intersection changed?
Anderson: We led a tour of the 
National/State Street intersec-
tion in the fall of 2007, identify-
ing problems with smoke shops 
and crime. The smoke shop in 
question has since left, and a new 
restaurant — the Walnut Speak-
Easy — has been a wonderful ad-
dition to the neighborhood. We 
participated with the City and 
the RTA as they developed their 
National Street Station Area Plan 

that addresses the direction of 
that intersection and the entire 
National Street corridor over the 
coming years. It won’t happen 
overnight, but we’re heading in 
the right direction. The lack of 
parking remains a major limita-
tion to businesses interested in 
that intersection.
Builder: What can other city 
neighborhoods learn from 
SWAN?
Anderson: It’s all about work-
ing together with the services 
we have available to us. We form 
committees to lead projects and 
are engaged with the relevant 
city departments. A police officer 
and code enforcement officer 
attend most of our meetings, 
which enables us to convey our 
concerns directly and in a timely 
manner. It’s much easier to take 
care of problems when they’re 
small and manageable than after 
they’ve taken root and grown. 
By being proactive — especially 
with things like crime — we can 
make an impact that improves 
our neighborhood.

See Q & A— pg 7

Crysta Anderson
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Q & A: continued from page 7

Blackhawk Neighborhood Associa-
tion leader Dana Sherbondy
Builder: Your address/how long 
you’ve lived in Elgin?
Sherbondy: 842 Elma Ave
Elgin. Since 1972.
Builder: Your profession?
Sherbondy: Computer Soft-
ware primarily, but also health 
and nutrition.
Builder: Tell us about your 
neighborhood. How many struc-
tures (houses) and population? 
What are the unique characteris-
tics of the far northeast side? 
Sherbondy: We have 800 
family units plus two apartment 
complexes. 
Builder: How did you become 
associated with this neighbor-
hood group? How long have you 
been the president?
Sherbondy: I first heard about 
it and attended a downtown 
meeting where neighborhood 
leaders first got organized.  We 
started neighborhood meetings 
shortly afterward.  I initially at-
tended some of the general meet-
ings and some board meetings.  
After the first year, I became 
the Vice President for 1 year and 
have been the President for two 
years.  My term limit will finish 
this fall.
Builder: What is your associa-
tion working on right now? What 
is your top priority this year?
Sherbondy: We are working 
on a few things — it’s difficult to 
identify one priority:
1. Getting the word out about 

the Blackhawk Residents  
Association.

2. Having consistent meetings Having consistent meetings Ha

with valuable relevant infor-
mation for the neighbors

3. Building participation with 
activities that are fun, con-
structive or informative.

4. Helping neighbors in need 
such as the recent house 
explosion.

5. A Living History project in 
association with the Elgin 
Academy where we have 
recorded interviews of 
people recalling their life in 
Blackhawk.  A DVD will be 
produced compiling various 
interview responses.

Builder: Over the winter, your 
neighborhood lost a home due 
to a natural gas explosion. What 
was the outcome of this inci-
dent? Do people feel safe in your 
neighborhood?
Sherbondy: We were able to 
get the word out through various 
means that we would take dona-
tions.  We coordinated with oth-
ers taking donations.  We worked 
with the church in the neighbor-
hood (where we meet) and took 
donations of food, clothes and  
other goods.  We delivered some 
items early after the fire and 
some items later.  We took up 
donations for the family as well.  
We published information on the 
internet on our web site at www.
natsysinc.com/blackhawk. 
The family was very appreciative 
of all the support and felt cared 
for.  They discussed their story 
at one of our meetings.  They 
were too frightened to return to 
the same home and we all un-
derstand.  Others are certainly 
concerned, and it has not been 

possible to get any specific an-
swers from Nicor.  The property 
has been cleared, but the open 
basement remains.
Builder: What can other city 
neighborhoods learn from the 
Blackhawk neighborhood?
Sherbondy: We have a long 
history and there have been a 
number of changes over the 
years.  We are a diverse group. 
We sincerely desire to assist each 
other.  We want to continue to 
build a neighborhood safe for 
families and keep it well main-
tained.  Even though we do not 
have large resources, we can still 
make a meaningful impact on our 
neighborhood.

 ?
Dana Sherbondy














